

ADOPTED 3/25/14



Introduced by Council Member Brown:

RESOLUTION 2014-180-A
A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE WEEK OF APRIL 6-12, 2014 AS CRIME VICTIMS’ RIGHTS WEEK IN JACKSONVILLE WITH A THEME OF “30 YEARS – RESTORING THE BALANCE OF JUSTICE”; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
the latest report from the U.S. Department of Justice’s Bureau of Justice Statistics on criminal victimization found that 6.84 million violent crimes and 19.62 million property crimes were committed in the United States in 2012, affecting tens of millions of crime victims and their families, friends, co-workers and neighbors; and

WHEREAS,
the physical, emotional, and financial impact of crime falls on people of all ages and abilities, and of all economic, racial and social backgrounds; and

WHEREAS,
crime victims face a criminal justice system that, at times, ignores their rights and treats them with disrespect
; and
WHEREAS,
in 1982, the President’s Task Force on Victims of Crime envisioned a national commitment to a more equitable and supportive response to victims; and

WHEREAS,
the nation heeded this call to action and promoted victims’ rights initiatives, effective and compassionate victim services, just compensation and financial support and today, thousands of victim assistance programs provide help and support to child victims of violence and sexual abuse; stalking victims; survivors of homicide victims; victims of drunk-driving crashes; and victims of domestic, dating and sexual violence and other crimes; and

WHEREAS,
now after 30 years of concerted effort to address the rights of crime victims, it is time to reflect on the accomplishments and the persistent challenges of the comprehensive strategy for reaching and serving every victim of crime, especially traditionally underserved victims such as those with disabilities and victims from diverse cultures; and

WHEREAS,
the United States Department of Justice has launched the Vision 21 initiative to renew our nation’s commitment to serving all victims of crime in the 21st Century and National Crime Victims’ Rights Week, April 6-12, 2014 provides an opportunity to extend that vision to every victim of crime in the United States —to help ensure their access to the help that they deserve and the rights that they are promised after “30 Years – Restoring the Balance of Justice”; and 

WHEREAS,
the Mayor’s Victim Assistance Advisory Council is joining forces with victim service programs, criminal justice officials, and concerned citizens throughout Jacksonville and America to raise awareness of victims’ rights and observe National Crime Victims’ Rights Week
; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Jacksonville’s Crime Victims’ Rights Week designated.  The City Council does hereby designates the week of April 6-12, 2014 as Jacksonville’s Crime Victims’ Rights Week with the theme of “30 Years – Restoring the Balance of Justice”, and honors and commends all crime victims, victim advocates, and victim-serving agencies for their tireless efforts to restore the dignity, sense of justice, and peace of mind of crime victims in our city.



Section 2.

Urging Participation.  The City Council does further urge Jacksonville’s citizens to participate in the activities scheduled for the week and to become better informed about the issues facing crime victims.

Section 3. 
Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Jeff Clements, Council Research Division
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